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RROOTTAARRAACCTT  RRAAIISSEESS  MMOORREE  TTHHAANN  $$11000000  FFOORR  

CCOOLLUUMMBBUUSS  HHOOUUSSEE  
 
Although the final tally hasnõt come in yet, the Quinnipiac 

Rotaract Club raised over a thousand dollars for Columbus 

House at their pasta dinner this past Thursday. 

At the event, was Columbus House Development Director John 
Brooks, as well as a benefactor named Leonard, who shared 
his very personal story about his experiences after losing his 

health insurance.  

Some members of both the Rotary and Rotaract club have 
been invited to visit Columbus House on the 13th of April, to 
meet with Executive Director Allison Cunningham, who if you 

recall came to speak with us last year. 

SSTTUUDDEENNTTSS  SSHHAARREE  SSTTOORRIIEESS  FFRROOMM  GGUUAATTEEMMAALLAA  

If you missed last weekõs meeting, it was a real treat to host 
our Student guests from Quinnipiac University; Erin Sargent 
(Physical Therapy major) and Chris Tsagaris (Management 
Major). The two of them have been leading volunteer service 
trips for the last couple of years to both Nicaragua and 

Guatemala through the Albert Schweitzer Institute. Both just 
returned from Nicaragua (along with our own Sean Duffy and 
David Ives) a little over a week ago. 

Both shared their year ago experiences in Guatemala in 
extensive detail, ranging from the language difficulties (and 
joys) of trying to work between English, Spanish (which many 
locals spoke little of), and the very local Mayan language of 
Mam, to building a school addition in a week, to providing 
physical therapy to some of the locals. 

Some of their experiences are best shared in photos, which Erin 
kindly agreed to let me share here. 

 
Chris Tsagaris (left), his friend Wes, and David Ives (right) with 

some of the local kids. 

 
Erin and her roommate (and David in the background) with 

some of the local families. 

 
Chris, and others, mixing cement for the school addition. The 
trench to the left is where the wall was built using cinder blocks. 
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Erin & Erin (and several others you canõt see) in a harrowing 

pickup truck ride through the Guatemalan countryside. 

 
Chrisõ home away from home. Chris was clear that the 
hospitality from his host family was exceptional and that he 
misses them greatly. Erin had similar comments.  

 
Erin, her roommate Natasha, their mother, sister, and brothers. 
(Erin and Chris were both explicit to refer to their host families 
as their own during the presentation.) 

 
Chrisõ host familyõs kitchen. Chris said this particular cat rarely 

left the stove top.  

 
Erin and her roommateõs room. Erin said that her host family 
(all five of them I think it was) slept in one bed together while 
Erin and her roommate each had their own. Erinõs host family 
insisted on this arrangement, despite many attempts by both 
Erin and her roommate to give up these beds for the family. 

SSIIGGNNIIFFIICCAANNTT  AACCHHIIEEVVEEMMEENNTT  AAWWAARRDD  SSUUBBMMIISSSSIIOONN  
Contributed by Lynda Hammond for District 7980  March 23rd 2010  

Project Amigo ð Colima, Mexico - A Rotary based World 

Service Project 

Project Amigo is dedicated to improving the future for the 
children of the Colima region of Mexico, by helping them 
break out of the cycle of poverty that has held their families 

for generations. 

 












